Our curiosity grew as we waited for
the bikes to be built. We had no idea
how these new bikes would look, han-
dle or perform in our environment.
After some research we learned that
Beaudry Motorsports has been outfit-
ting police motorcycles for the last
11 years. They were able to negotiate
through Kawasaki a contract to build
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sixty motorcycles as a test run to see if
the Concourse 14 would be a viable
police motorcycle.

Our five new Kawasaki’s arrived in
late May fully outfitted with all of the
accessories we sent to Beaudry. By total
luck, the black metallic paint (Flat
Super Black) on the new bikes matched
our Dodge Charger fleet almost exactly.

The Concours 14 ABS Asg llly upfitted and ready

Jor serious traffic enforcement.

The bikes came with a steel trunk
beautifully crafted by one of Beaudry’s
outsourced steel shops. The trunk holds
radio equipment and is used for extra
storage. The saddle bags hold more gear
than an officer on a motorcycle needs to
put in them, and Beaudry came up with
optional steel saddle bag dividers that
help keep you organized. The rear crash
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Kawasaki and the"
,CONC.URS 1

Corpora/ Scoz‘t Tullenels is shown riding the Concours 1 4 which has ABS. Also, the front brakes use thn discs and four pzston calipers.

awasaki has produced four police motorcycles, the

Z1-P (1975-1976), the KZ900 Police Special

(1977), the KZ1000C Police (1978-1981) and by far

the most common model, the KZ1000P (1982-
2005). (Yep, Jon and Ponch rode the Kawasaki KZ900 and
KZ1000 in CHiPs.) All these were single rider versions of the
“universal Japanese Motorcycle” design that was popular until
the market became divided into special categories like sport,
touring cruising, ete.

All these motorcycles had inline, four-cylinder engines
with a chain drive and 5-speed gearboxes. The KZ1000 engine
produced 88 hp and 112 Ib-ft of torque. The Police Special for
the North American market was produced in a Kawasaki plant
at Lincoln, NE. This production ended in September 2005.

Concours 14 anp Concours 14 ABS

Kawasaki currently makes a wide variety of motorcycles:
Sport, supersport, supersport touring, touring, cruisers, dual-
purpose, off-road and motocross. The engine displacements
range from 65cc motocross and 110cc off-road motoreyeles to
the big 1700cc touring and 2000cc cruising motors. The
Kawasaki Concours™ 14 is in the Supersport Touring class.
The Concours 14 is based on the engine
and unique monocoque aluminum frame
< of its Ninja® ZX™ 14 Supersport motorcycle.

The Concours 14 uses a 1352cc, four-stroke, liquid-cooled,
Double Over Head Cam (DOHC), four-valve per cylinder,

- www.kawasaki.com
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inline four-cylinder engine with variable valve timing and dig-
ital fuel injection. The engine produces 156 hp and 102 Ib-ft
of torque. The Concours 14 uses a 6-speed transmission and a
shaft drive. It weighs 679 pounds, and runs on 17-inch tires,
This ride uses dual disc front brakes with four piston calipers
and a single rear disc. ABS is a $700 option.

Two important features are new for the 2010 model
Concours 14. One is the Kawasaki Traction Control (KTRO),
which is available only on the ABS version. This is Kawasaki’s
first traction control system, which reduces engine output

. when wheel spin is detected allowing the rear tire to regain

traction. KTRC uses the ABS sensors.

The other new feature is the Kawasaki Advanced Coactive-
braking Technology (K-ACT), which is obviously only avail-
able on the ABS version. This is a Second Generation ABS,
which has two modes of operation. K-ACT links the front and
rear ABS brakes for two different front-rear brake force distri-
bution. The rider can choose one of two modes to suit riding sit-

-~ uation or rider preference. The linked effect from front brake

lever actuation is largely the same in both modes, but the linked
effect when actuating the rear brake pedal is quite different.

In Standard Mode, rider control is prioritized, with linked
effect reduced at initial pedal stroke for natural sensation
when sport riding. In High Combined Mode, there’s a more
pronounced linked effect from the beginning of the pedal
stroke, which is ideal for touring and two-up highway use.




